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Clerk, Synod, a Scottish Church official who takes the minutes at synods, keeps the records, and does other work in connection with a diocese or presbytery. In the Episcopal Church, where there is a cathedral, the synod clerk is always one of the canons.

Clerke, Agnes Mary (1842-1907), British writer on astronomy, was born in Ireland. She made extensive astronomical observations at the Cape of Good Hope (1888) and also on board the yacht Palatine in a voyage to Copenhagen, Stockholm, and St. Petersburg (1890). Her published works include The System of the Stars (1890); Modern Cosmogonies (1906). In 1893 she received the Actonian Prize for her work in astronomy.

Clerkenwell parish, London, England. The original village sprang up round the Priory of St. John of Jerusalem, founded by Jorden Briset about noo, of which the gatehouse yet remains. It takes its name from its holy well, where the parish clerks of London formerly congregated once a year to perform miracle plays; p. 57,166. See LONDON.

Clerk-Maxwell.    See  Maxwell.

Clerk of Parliaments, the designation of the chief permanent official of the British House of Lords.

Clermont, the steamboat designed by Robert Fulton and launched on the Hudson River in September, 1807. She made the trip from New York to Albany, about 150 m., in 32 hours. She was the first steam vessel that was kept in continued commercial service.

Clermont, town, France. Its castle, dating from the roth century, is now used as a prison for women. The English sacked Clermont in 1359 and 1415.

Clermont-Ferrand (ancient Auguston-emetum), city, France, stands at the foot of the extinct volcano, Puy-de-D6mey overlooking the Limagne. Important buildings are the Cathedral (1248-1346), built of lava from the surrounding district, and finished in the nineteenth century; Notre Dame Church, where the first crusade was preached by Peter the Hermit, in 1096. The bishopric of Clermont was founded in 253; and seven ecclesiastical councils were held here during the Middle Ages, the most remarkable of which was that in 1095, at which the First Crusade was instituted by Urban n. Gregory of Tours (c. 538) and Pascal (1623) were natives; p. 65,386.

Clermont-Ganneau, Charles Simon (1846-1923), French Orientalist, was born in Paris. Besides exposing Shapira's forged MSS. and the modern botching of the tiara of

Saitapharnes, he conducted archaeological investigations in the Orient (1874-5), and discovered the stele of Mesha (1870). His published works include: Etudes d'Archeologie Orientate (1880-96); Les Fraudes Archeolo-giques en Palestine (1885) ; Archaeological Researches in Palestine (Eng. trans, 1896).

Clerodendron, a genus of verbenaceous stove and greenhouse plants, some of which are climbers, while others are of shrubbery habit. The most brilliant and best known of the climbing kinds is C. Thompsons, which is evergreen, and bears forked panicles of beautiful white-and-red flowers. Of the shrubby species, the best are the white-flowering C. fragrans, which blooms in late autumn; the scarlet-flowered C. infortunatum; and C. fallax, bearing brilliant scarlet flowers in September.

Clesinger, Jean Baptiste Auguste (1814-83), French sculptor and painter. His notable works before 1850 include a bust of Eugene Scribe (1844), an^ his marble figures of A Woman Bitten by a Serpent (1847), A Young Nereid (1847), and A Bacchante Lying Down (1848.) In 1853 he exhibited Tragedy, whose features resemble Rachel; and Literature, with a resemblance to George Sand. In 1847 he married a daughter of George Sand.

Clevedon, parish and watering place, Somerset, England. Its church contains the tombs of the historian Henry Hallam (1777-1859), and his son Arthur Hallam (1811-33), whose death inspired Tennyson's In Memor-iam. Clevedon is referred to as 'the haven under the hill.'

Cleveite, a rare mineral found in the Arendal district of Norway. It consists of oxide of uranium associated chiefly with uranates of lead and thorium and of metals of the yttrium group in smaller quantity. It is considered to be a weathered variety of brog-gerite, another 'Norwegian mineral, from which it differs little in composition.

Cleveland, the largest city in Ohio, the county seat of Cuyahoga co., is located on the south shore of Lake Erie, at the mouth of the Cuyahoga River. Several trunk railway lines connect Cleveland with the rest of the United States. The largest fresh-water passenger steamships in the country supply daily service between Cleveland, Buffalo, and Detroit, and there is also through passenger steamboat service to Duluth and Chicago.

Cleveland has 14.2 m. of lake frontage, protected by a breakwater $24 m. in length. The harbor has a spacious entrance, and there